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 Rainy River High School 
students celebrated their 
graduation last Wednesday 
evening with a ceremony 
taking place in the school’s 
gym.

RRHS bids 
farewell to grads

Fire trucks 
get delivered

The Fort Frances Lakers 
are hoping an influx of lo-
cal talent can help turn the 
Junior ‘A’ franchise around.

Head coach and gen-
eral manager Wayne Stra-
chan announced the first 
wave of local player sign-
ings at a press conference 
last Wednesday afternoon 
at the Ice For Kids Arena 
boardroom.

Brothers to team
up with Lakers

See story on B1

See story on A11

See story on A7
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Councillor hoping to get ball rolling
By Duane Hicks
Staff writer
dhicks@fortfrances.com

Coun. Wendy Brunetta filed 
her nomination papers on 
Thursday to run in the Oct. 22 
municipal election here in Fort 
Frances—and she hopes more 
candidates will follow suit soon.

“I can’t believe how fast four 
years went,” said Coun. Bru-
netta, who is wrapping up her 
first term as a councillor.

“I’ve been enjoying it,” she 
noted. “I still feel like I have 
the energy and motivation to 
continue so I’d be honoured 
to represent the town again for 
another four years.”

Coun. Brunetta said she’s 
“learned a ton” during her first 
term.

“I had no idea how many 
different things there were to 
running a town,” she conceded. 
“It’s been a real eye-opener.

“And I feel like I’ve gained 

a lot of knowledge and experi-
ence in the four years—not even 
just locally but even region-
ally as I’ve been on the NOMA 
[Northwestern Ontario Munici-
pal Association] board.

“There’s so much that we can 
do as politicians,” Coun. Brunet-
ta added. “I mean, sometimes 
we feel like we’re not getting 
anywhere with the [provincial] 
government but I think our 
town is doing well and I want to 
continue to see it prosper.

“Just taking what I’ve learned 
and going forward.”   

Nominations close at 2 p.m. 
on July 27 and Coun. Brunetta 
is urging others to seriously 
consider running.

“I thought about waiting and 
I just decided, ‘You know, I’ve 
been telling people I’m running 
so it’s not a big surprise,” she 
remarked. 

“I kind of hope I can get the 
ball rolling and people will start 
thinking, ‘This is something I 

should probably think about 
doing.’

“I knew a lot of people were 
waiting for the provincial elec-
tion to be finished,” Coun. Bru-
netta noted.

“It’s a pretty long campaign 
period until October but I want-
ed to get that one thing off my 
plate and start getting busy.”

Coun. Brunetta said any pro-
spective candidates who have 

The “Survivors’ Victory Lap” kicked off Saturday afternoon’s “Relay for Life,” held at the Rainy Lake Square here. The fi rst 
lap, led by cancer survivors, as well as those currently battling the disease, is “to acknowledge and celebrate their cour-
age in their stuggle with cancer.” Luke and Josie Schill (back left), Linda Kreger, Norm Jewett, and Susie Strafford (front) 
led the walk along Scott Street, as the other “Relay” participants followed behind them.                  —Stephanie Hagenaars photo

FFHS
salutes 
class 
of ’18
By Sam Odrowski
Staff writer
sodrowski@fortfrances.com

The Ice For Kids Arena once 
again was packed as Fort Fran-
ces High School held its annual 
graduation ceremony Thursday 
night.

The ceremony opened with 
music by the Fort High band, 
under the direction of Lisa 
Loney in her final performance 
with the school.

Following the band’s perfor-
mance of “Pomp and Circum-
stance” and “O Canada,” a mo-
ment of silence took place and 
gold ribbons were worn in re-
membrance of graduate Chase 
Copenace, who passed away 
earlier this month.

Fort High principal Bill Daley 
then took the stage, sharing 
words of encouragement with 
the graduates and reassuring 
them they have learned all the 
knowledge and skills needed 
to take the next steps on their 
journey.

Daley admitted it can be 
scary leaving what is familiar 
and going to new places, but 
he assured the students they 
have the education they need 
to succeed.

The presentation of Ontario 
Secondary School Diplomas fol-
lowed, with roars from the audi-
ence as each graduate accepted 
their diploma.

The Rainy River District 
School Board Awards were dis-
tributed afterwards.

The Leading Student Award 
was presented to Carleigh Bates 
for having the highest grade 
average in six Grade 12 credits.

Gold clocks were awarded 
to Emma Cole, Maighyn De-
Gagne, Maria Gilbert, and Jyl-
lian Westover for receiving at 
least three certificates of merit.

The Governor General’s 
Medal subsequently was pre-
sented to Carleigh Bates for 
having the highest grade aver-
age in her Grade 11 and 12 
courses.

Other awards presented at 
the ceremony included:

•the Lenora Colvin Memo-
rial Award to Jacob Gustafson 
for having the most outstand-
ing attendance record (he also 
received the Ralph Wetstone 
Trophy for being the most out-
standing music student);

•the Robert George Memo-
rial Award to Kendyn Faragher 
for having the highest standard 

‘Relay’ might get second wind here
Stephanie Hagenaars
Summer reporter
shagenaars@fortfrances.com

After a decline in participa-
tion over the years, it looked 
as though this year’s “Relay 
for Life” would be the last one 
here.

But it seems the possibility 
of no longer holding the an-
nual cancer fundraiser fired up 
a few teams—and brought forth 
new volunteers for next year’s 
committee.

“A lot of people said, ‘Well, 
that’s terrible,’” noted lead or-
ganizer Monica Sus.

“I had no volunteers two 
days ago, and now I have 
volunteers and they’re all talk-
ing about next year,” she re-
marked.

This year’s event was held 
Saturday afternoon at the new 
Rainy Lake Square, with par-
ticipants walking up and down 
Scott Street between Mowat 
and Portage Avenue.

Anneda Chabot, a member 
of this year’s “Relay for Life” 
committee, said a lot of people 
came forward Saturday offer-
ing their time and ideas to 
hopefully bring back the origi-
nal “Relay for Life” activities.

“We’ve recruited enough 
[people] to start a whole new 
committee,” she noted.

Only five teams had signed 
up for this year’s “Relay” but 
almost $18,000 was raised.

Sus said the money raised 
will go to the Canadian Cancer 
Society, with a portion staying 
here to help local patients.

More than half of this year’s 
funds was raised by “Cancer 
Cougars,” whose team captain, 
Susie Stafford, currently is bat-
tling cancer. 

Five years ago, Stafford 
wanted to raise $10,000 for 
the Canadian Cancer Society. 
But over the years, she had not 
reached her fundraising goal. 

This year, however, through 
pledges, donations, and a pen-
ny table, Stafford and the team 
met her $10,000 goal.

A handful of “Relay” par-
ticipants also had their heads 
shaved Saturday, including 
Stafford’s family.

The person who kicked off 
the head-shaving Saturday af-
ternoon was 74-year-old Jac-
queline Csik, who is celebrat-
ing her 30th year of surviving 

cancer.
She was diagnosed with 

Stage 2 Hodgkins Lymphoma 
back in 1988. 

Over time, she had been 
involved in cancer treatment 
trials, such as nitrogen mustard 
and Tamoxifen, which both still 
are used in some form today.

“I used to be 5’6”. “I’m five-
foot [now] but you know what? 
I’m still here,” Csik said.

She added she wanted to 
have her head shaved to not 
only celebrate her 30th an-
niversary, but for her friends 
and family that also have been 
affected by the disease.

“I thought, ‘It’s time I did 
something,’” Csik reasoned.

Please see
“Councillor,” A5

Please see
“FFHS,” A5

Please see
“Relay,” A5

Back in March, the 
Hamilton Fire Department 
sought approval to donate 
a pair of surplus fire trucks 
to two First Nations’ com-
munities.
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Fort High graduate Anthony Gill-Roisin accepted his diploma from principal Bill Daley 
inside the Ice for Kids Arena on Thursday evening. In addition to his diploma, he received 
the Ontario Recreational Kayak Association Certifi cation and the Aboriginal Youth Entre-
preneurship Program Certifi cate.            

FFHS salutes class of ’18 
More from A1

More from “A1”

More from A1
in practical application of 

automotive theory;
•the Sir Isaac Newton Award 

to Brandon Larson for having 
the highest average on the first 
attempt in 4U Physics and 4U 
Calculus and Vectors;

•the Murray Kitts Theatre 
Arts Award to Maria Gilbert 
for her outstanding contribu-
tions to the school’s theatrical 
productions; and

•the Lieutenant Governor’s 
Community Volunteer Award 
for Students to Emma Cole for 
going above and beyond the 
required number of volunteer 
hours to graduate.

Rainy River District School 
Board Technical Awards for 
Excellence were given to El-
lie Petsnick (Communications), 
Samuel Henzmann (Construc-
tion), Braedon Belluz (Manu-
facturing), and Eric Pitkanen 
(Transportation).

Following the awards, vale-
dictorian Kendyn Faragher 
took the stage to deliver his 
address.

He began by welcoming fam-
ily, friends, teachers, and fel-
low students, and also thanked 
the custodians for cleaning up 
the graduates’ mess after their 
water balloon-related “senior 
prank.”

“Daley, I think we won that 
one,” Faragher laughed.

He spoke of the great times 
he and other graduates had 
shared and the adventure they 
all experienced together.

“Over the past four years, 
the countless memories we’ve 
made from organized trips 
through the school to muddy 
field parties, and the friend-
ships made along the way, 
were surreal and will last a 
lifetime,” Faragher said.

He also touched on the pass-
ing of fellow classmate and 
dear friend, Chase Copenace. 

“This is a reminder to cher-
ish each day and makes the 
most of the time that we have,” 
Faragher said.

The avid hockey player and 
golfer also spoke to his school’s 
extra-curricular success, such 
as winning OFSAA gold in 
boys’ hockey, track and field, 
boys’ curling, and girls’ hockey.

“We have had multiple 
teams and athletes set personal 
records in badminton, track 
and field, soccer, and cross-
country skiing throughout our 
four years,” Faragher lauded.

“On top of that, our suc-
cess in NorWOSSA have been 
crazy; from going undefeated 
in volleyball, basketball, hock-
ey, golf, football, curling, and 
many more.”

Faragher thanked the school 
for each athletic opportunity 
he’s had, and said each oppor-
tunity he and fellow classmates 
has had in sports should be 
cherished.

“Being a Muskie throughout 
our high school career has re-
ally shaped each of our char-
acters individually by showing 
us how to be respectable, dedi-
cated, hard-working, motivat-
ed, and disciplined throughout 
sport,” he remarked.

He also spoke about how far 
he and each of his classmates 
have come as a group and how 
they have all grown in some 
way. 

Faragher ended his speech 
by wishing his class well and 
thanking all the parents, teach-
ers, friends, family, office staff, 
custodians, and everyone who 
helped him and his class gradu-
ate high school.

Faragher would like to thank 
all his teachers who helped 

him along the way, and pro-
vided him with direction dur-
ing his high school education.

He also wishes his fellow 
grads well and reminds them 
to always do what they love in 
their future endeavours. 

“Whatever you choose to 
do, hopefully you love it and 
do it to the best of your abili-
ties,” Faragher stressed.

“If you don’t like what 
you’re doing, switch it up and 
live life to the fullest because 

Valedictorian Kendyn Faragher reminisced about memo-
ries he and his classmates have made, and also offered 
them words of encouragement in their future endeavours, 
during his speech at the Fort High graduation ceremony 
last Thursday evening in the Ice For Kids Arena.     

Fort High grad Jacob Gustafson received the Ralph Whet-
stone Trophy and the Lenora Colvin Memorial Award at 
last Thursday’s graduation ceremony held at the Ice For 
Kids Arena.            —Sam Odrowski photos

Adrianna, Mike and Bev McCoy, along with Kim Bruyere, took part in this year’s “Relay for 
Life” held Saturday at the Rainy Lake Square here. The team, named “Wings of Hope,” has 
been particitpating in the local event for 11 years. After hearing word that “Relay” likely 
would not be returning next year, the team is hopeful that will change. “We’re hopeful for 
next year,” said Bev McCoy. “As long as they do the ‘Relay for Life,’ our team will always be 
there. Always, always, always.”  

‘Relay’ might get second wind
After the head-shaving was 

finished, the “Relay for Life” 
opened, beginning with the sur-
vivors’ Victory Lap.

Bev McCoy, whose team 
“Wings of Hope” raised more 
than $3,000, said they walk 
in memory of the people they 
knew either fought cancer or 
currently is fighting it. 

“This is the one way we can 
support them,” she noted. “It 
just something that we feel we 
need to do because we can’t to 
anything else.”

The team is hopeful the event 
will return next year. 

“Oldie Goldies” member Josie 

Schill said she and her husband, 
Luke, walk because they are 
both cancer survivors and she 
“believe[s] in supporting cancer 
research.”

“I just believe in the pro-
gram,” she remarked. “Since we 
both had cancer, it has really 
touched us.”

Schill also makes jam, which 
she sold at this year’s event, 
with all of the proceeds going 
to the Canadian Cancer Society.

“‘Relay for Life’ is an amazing 
event,” echoed “Cancer Cou-
gars” team member Heather 
Gunderson-Wensley.

“People are so generous . . 
. and the money is going to a 
great cause that hopefully, one 

day, there will be something 
that people don’t have to suffer 
and there will be a cure,” she 
added.

As far as this perhaps being 
the last year of “Relay for Life” 
here, Gunderson-Wensley said 
she understands how tough it 
can be to plan the event every 
year.

But she added the “Relay” 
means so much to the team—
and so many others.

“We have three people on 
our team who have joined the 
committee to help it go for 
next year,” Gunderson-Wensley 
noted.

“I hope it doesn’t fold. It 
would be a shame.”

questions about the job, or 
would like advice, can feel free 
to call her at 274-3508.

For up-to-date information 
on the municipal election, visit 
www.fortfrances.ca/town/may-
or-council/elections

Those interested in running 
should keep in mind that a new 
requirement for this municipal 
election is that candidates for 
mayor and council must get 
supporting signatures from 25 
eligible voters before filing their 
nominations.

This is for municipalities with 
more than 4,000 electors, such 
as Fort Frances.

Candidates can begin cam-
paigning as soon as they file 
their nomination papers.

This requirement does not 
apply to candidates running for 
school board trustee or the 
Rainy River District Social Ser-
vices Administration Board 
(DSSAB).

The signatures must be in 

writing from individuals who 
are Canadian citizens aged 18 
or older and live in the same 
municipality the candidate is 
running in (e.g., Fort Frances).

Candidates also must meet 
the following requirements:

•they must be a Canadian 
citizen aged 18 or older;

•a resident of the municipal-
ity they are running in (such as 
Fort Frances), or an owner or 
tenant of land in the Town of 
Fort Frances or the spouse of 
the owner or tenant (this does 
not apply to corporations);

•not legally prohibited from 
voting; and

•not disqualified by any leg-
islation from holding municipal 
office.

Nominees must pay a $200 
fee to run for mayor and $100 
for any other position. This 
money will be refunded to the 
candidates after the election, 
regardless of their success.

This is considered a personal 
expense, not a campaign one.

There also are changes to 

third-party advertising in mu-
nicipal elections.

These parties include corpo-
rations, partnerships, unincor-
porated businesses and asso-
ciations, and other groups that 
pay to have a message in any 
medium (i.e., newspaper, radio, 
billboard, etc.) that supports or 
opposes a candidate or a ques-
tion on the ballot.

Third parties must register 
with the municipality where 
they want to advertise.

This registration began on 
the first day for filing nomina-
tions (May 1) and ends on the 
Friday before voting day (Oct. 
19).

There is no registration fee.
As previously reported, the 

town will be using telephone/
internet voting for this munici-
pal election.

More information will be 
provided about voting once 
nominations close.

The new term of council will 
begin Dec. 1, 2018 and con-
clude Nov. 22, 2022.

Councillor hoping to get ball rolling

Jacqueline Csik was fi rst in line to have her head shaved by Paula Jensen of Shear Serenity 
on Saturday during “Relay for Life” events at the Rainy Lake Square. She decided to have her 
head shaved to commemorate her 30th anniversary of surviving cancer while also remem-
bering her friends and family who have passed away and supporting those still fi ghting the 
disease.                                           —Stephanie Hagenaars photos
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